
The 2017 Black History Month theme focuses on 
the crucial role of education in the history of African 

Americans. Whether by laws, policies, or practices, 
racially separated schools remained the norm in America 
from the late nineteenth century well into our own time. 

Yet, African American history is rich in centuries-old 
eff orts of resistance to this crisis: the slaves’ surreptitious 
eff orts to learn; the rise of black colleges and universities 

after the Civil War; unrelenting battles in the courts; 
the black history movement; the freedom schools of 

the 1960s; and local community-based academic and 
mentorship programs that inspire a love of learning and 

thirst for achievement. When you are fi nished answering 
the clues, unscramble the circled letters to fi nd the 2017 

theme for Black History Month. (Answers at the bottom.)

Black History Month Scramble

NASA engineer Mary Winston Jackson, whose 
role in the space program was highlighted in the 
new fi lm Hidden Figures. (Photo: Margot Lee 
Shetterly, NASA Langley Research Center)



Scramble Answer: Th e Crisis in Black Education

(1.) Bailey Gatzert (2.) Brown vs. Board of Education (3.) Garfi eld High School (4.) Dorothy 
Vaughn; Katherine Johnson; Mary Jackson (5.) Spelman College (6.) Gertrude Peoples 
(7.) Franklin High School 8. Washington Rhinestone Club (9.) Maxine Mimms (10.) Trish 
Millines Dziko
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